PLYMOUTH CITY COUNCIL MEETING PROCEDINGS
September 1, 2016

Jon Vrieze called the regular city council meeting to order at 7:00pm on Thursday, September 01, 2016, at the Plymouth City Hall, Council members present: Berding, Clark, Eastman, and Robak.  Absent: Abundis.  Agenda was approved as presented with a motion from councilmember Berding and a second by Clark.
Mayor Vrieze welcomed the visitors and opened the public forum for comments.  Phil Dirksen introduced himself on behalf of the Betterment committee and spoke of the Applefest taking place on September 24, 2016 from 10am to 2pm.  They are meeting weekly.  There will be a car show, music, silent auction, bake sale, vendor show, and children’s activities.  The activities will take place starting on Main Street down through the old school park.  The proceeds will go to beautifying the park. They assigned Phil Dirksen as Chairperson, Brea Cooper as Secretary and Sara Innis as Treasure for the Committee.  Chuck Meyer asked for clarification of the golf cart ordinance.  Golf carts in town are to be registered with the City with proof of city tag,   Slow moving sign, Flag, proof of insurance,  all registered in the office. There are limited operating hours.  Otherwise the sheriff will apply regular vehicle fines.  The city is not monitoring this.  This is between the citizens and the sheriff’s department.   
With no other comments the public forum was closed.   
Departmental reports were given. Vermedal stated that Heartland Asphalt should be in town within a few weeks to start repair on the street down by the park.  He suggested the council needs to plan on repairing Main Street in the future.
Clerk brought concerns from others regarding city hall keys and citizens that don’t live in the community having the keys.  The mayor will request keys from Monday’s card group.  Discussion was had regarding hall fees and rental to groups. There is costs for daily running of the city hall electricity, heat, air, etc.  Citizens asked why South Street was just sprayed and graveled and not fixed.  This was done by the county not the city.  
Mayor Vrieze spoke with Jacobson electric.  A learning experience of getting quotes in writing, as verbally the amount was a lot less.  The received bill for gazebo electric work was $1023.25.  A motion was made to by Berding to pay the Jacobson Electric bill for the gazebo, Eastman seconded, all ayes.
State auditor bid was received out of six different RFP’s sent out to local CPA’s, only the states was received back.  This is not in the current budget at this time.  There would need to be an amendment done.  The clerk stated it needs to be done for everyone concerned prior clerks, new clerk, and those coming.  The clerk sent several emails begin for timelines where we would be in the schedule for the state for them to come to Plymouth with no replies before the meeting.  Berding made the motion to have the State Auditor’s office do the City of Plymouths exam with the filing fee of $100 and get that started, Clark second it, all ayes.
The quote from the state was $10,490.00 minus the annual fee the city pays in of $900. 
504 broad street discussion regarding all pros and cons regarding burning and demolishing.  Negative asbestos results have been received.  The surrounding neighbors have requested that the city be proactive with varmint illumination take place before the initial demolish.  After a very long discussion with the pros and cons of weather, expense for city and fire department, concern of stream, traffic, burning and hauling away, paying back taxes, not to own it in the end.  Rick Klunder bid $8100.00, Chad Berding bid $12,500.00.  Mayor Vrieze spoke with Casey Callahan from Cerro Gordo County said the county would go half with the city of Plymouth.
Mayor Vrieze stated the Attorney went to school for 8 years he would assume he knows what he’s talking about and there’s a reason he’s an attorney.  A lot of discussion since there is no land owner.  The fire department is very willing to work the city, but they do have reservations with more risk regarding burning, and would suggest demolish instead of burning.  Berding made a motion to demolish it with Rick Klunders bid of $8100.00, Eastman second it, all ayes. 
Joe Rowe from Fire department announced they have received a check for $8386.00 from Poet in Hanlontown for New Fire Boots and Helmets.  They are working on several other funding applications for a truck and hoses.  
Berding made a motion to changed Sewer and Water Rates 6% now and .35 cents each year following on July 1st there after, Clark second it, all ayes. 
Resolution #2016-12 Annual Street Finance Report, Robak made a motion, Berding second it, roll call… all approved and carried.  All ayes.
Betterment committee road usage would like to block off Main Street to Rock from 7am to 3pm on Sept 24 for Applefest. Have barriers removed off Main Street after 2am on the 25th am due to street dance the night of the 24th.  They have requested more barricades from the county. Main street will be blocked from the coop elevator west to the hwy. Temporarily for Applefest, motion made by Clark, second by Robak.  Vermedal has been asked to bring out some of the cities barricades Friday for the group to use them on Saturday morning.  Berding contacted the county to get more barricades so they have plenty this year for extra safety for kids and more visibility.
Contract for Contract employees for Jon Barnes and Mark Harrington.  Berding made a motion, Clark seconded the motion, all ayes. 
Iowa codification Inc. $600 new state updates Berding made a motion, Robak second it, all ayes.  
Nuisance list ~ Mayor Vrieze read a nuisance list that Mark Harrington sent to the City regarding several nuisances that he felt needed attention in the city.  Mayor Vrieze stated that he appreciated the notice, but for several months the mayor and council’s plate has been very full and have been trying to dig out (and pointed to the Clerk’s office), and digging out of that room as everyone knows, so obviously there are things that need to be done, and they are trying to move that direction.  When he took over he did assign some teams, and they have been buried with other things and want to beautify Plymouth.  He said they could meet several times a month for all that needs to be done, and seems to move forward and end up taking baby steps back and lose ground.  He got the sidewalk way filled by Roy’s, campers mowed around.  He has a lot of things that he wants done.  Clark spoke to neighbor regarding all the vehicles and city ordinances and making things look respectable.  Berding showed pictures of Tossy’s hole behind business that is very dangerous. 
A resident spoke up and said save the cities money and time, and go to him directly and tell him face to face and no letters.  Clark will speak to Roy regarding opening and barricading it for the safety of animals and kids around his building.
A lot of discussion regarding dogs.  Mark Harrington withdrew this portion of his email, he didn’t know the situation. 
The next on the list was within the ordinance.  The next item was read as why the mayor is allowed to have geese on his property.  The mayor stated he believed he was 
Mark Harrington asked why there was so confusing, why some were told they couldn’t have chickens.  The council made it clear that all a person has to do is ask permission of the council to have chickens.  Berding asked Mayor Vrieze to remove his geese, and he stated no he wouldn’t.  Mark Harrington stated that when he was mayor he took an oath to uphold the ordinances and laws of the city, he just spent 1hr 45 minutes talking about ordinances and now he wasn’t going to do it.  He said the council should just make a onetime exception for him to have the geese and chickens.  After a long discussion, Vrieze asked permission to have his chickens and 3 geese.  
Robak had to be reminded that the Policy on chickens never was passed and it has never been in place with the strict guidelines.  Robak reminded the residents that it’s because people who have neighbors and property values and limits, rules, restrictions, minimally approval from neighbors.  Be decent good shelter. It was reiterated that the State of Iowa it needs to be an Ordinance, just because it doesn’t pass, you can’t turn it into a policy or another title to something, this is a back door way, and is illegal.   
Berding made the motion to allow Vrieze to have his chickens, and 3 geese, Clark seconded it. The council made comments regarding no more than 8 chickens.  Berding stated as a mayor you are held to a higher standard, he knew the rules and got the animals anyway and that is where the frustration came into play.  
Vrieze asked permission to have his 3 geese.  
Clark made a motion for Vrieze to have 3 geese and no more than 8 chickens, Eastman seconded it. All ayes. 
Mayor Vrieze wanted to recognize again Daniel Snyder regarding his outstanding work on the new bleachers in the Old School Park.  He did his own fundraising, and very responsible for his age.  He was wonderful to work with, and so hardly did the organizing and planning of the bleacher work. He was the working force behind the entire project from planning, tearing down, organizing the group, etc.   Plymouth is honored that he chose our park to do his merit badge for.  Thank you again Daniel Snyder for the beautiful bleachers for our park! 
Approval of 8/4/16 minutes ~ Berding, Clark second it, all ayes.
Approval of bills $ 14584.22 with cell bill added.  Berding approved, Clark seconded it, all ayes.  
Plymouth Council Meeting
September 1, 2016
Bills To Pay

         VENDOR                                    AMOUNT          	   PURPOSE

	Absolute Waste 
	$253.89
	Bill lost in mail per A.W. from 6/10

	Alliant Utilities
	$2647.54
	Electric bills

	BoundTree
	$283.39
	First Responder Supplies

	Capital One 
	$351.00
	USPS, City gas, building supplies

	CEK Environmental
	$1000.00
	Monthly fee

	 
	$237.00
	Lab tests Water/Sewer

	Consolidated Energy
	$200.00
	Diesel

	Hawkins
	$920.05
	Azone15,Chlorine, EPA, Sulfer,Dioxide,Frght 

	Jacobson Electric 
	      $1023.65
	Gazebo 

	NIACC
	$65.00
	 EMS Training 

	MATT PARROTT CO
	$595.70
	Postcard water bill Delinq/Reg Printing 

	North IA Coop
	$47.55
	Chemicals

	North Central Insurance
	$339.00
	Prem. Kohler Gen-Inc Blanket Limit

	North IA Media Group
	$59.53
	Publications

	Pronto
	$136.51
	Fuel Fire Dept

	Rodemaker, Laken
	$61.44
	Water bill Deposit Refund

	Staples 
	$294.66
	Printer Ink2, Batteries, Dust canx2 for Printr

	United LP
	$304.06
	Regulator 1 F.B/ 2 @ Shop/ 3 Repl/ Test/labor

	Us Cellular
	$53.90
	Cell bill

	Vermedal, Ric
	$50.00
	Monthly Tool rental/supplies/Aug

	Wages
	$4634.20
	351.50 hrs/4 

	Walk & Murphy Attorney
	$1026.15
	Services billed to city

	                       Total:
	$14584.22
	


General: $2707.97; Comm. Light: $1023.65; 1st Resp: $283.39; Water: $1778.76
Sanitary: $1944.48; Road: $811.29; Streets: $711.39; Fire: $635.19   
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Adjourn ~ Berding made a motion, Clark second it, all ayes.  
Jon Vrieze Mayor
Sonja Dasch-Lawson City Clerk/Treasure
